Transesophageal echocardiographic recognition of an unusual complication of aortic valve endocarditis.
Aortic valve endocarditis can cause complications due to involvement of the subaortic structures. These complications include satellite vegetations on the aortic regurgitant jet lesion sites, involvement of the anterior or posterior mitral valve leaflets in the form of aneurysms, perforation, and involvement of the mitral-aortic intervalvular fibrosa, namely abscess, aneurysm, and perforation into the left atrium or the pericardial sac. These complications can be identified accurately by echocardiography. We report an unusual case which demonstrates (1) coexistence of both mitral-aortic intervalvular fibrosa and mitral valve aneurysms, and (2) echocardiographic follow-up of a mitral valve aneurysm to perforation. These complications were recognized by transesophageal echocardiography and verified at surgery.